
 

January 8, 2021 

 

Dear Woodland Families, 
We faced many challenges in 2020, and everyone agrees – it was a DIFFICULT year. In the face of these 
challenges and obstacles, we all learned important lessons and new skills. We supported each other with a “we are 
all in this together” mentality, even when we were forced to stay apart. While it’s tempting to list the complaints and 
hardships as we leave 2020 behind, I want to take just a minute to celebrate the little things that we will always 
remember about this unforgettable journey.  

In 2020, we learned: 

 How to connect with loved ones, friends, colleagues and classmates in new and different ways 
 The Woodland staff is resourceful, creative and dedicated 
 Woodland students are resilient, enthusiastic learners, with big hearts 
 How to conduct drive-by parades, drive-thru supply pickups, mobile meal programs and virtual library book 

check-out programs 
 How to troubleshoot internet connection issues at home 
 How to Zoom/Meet/SeeSaw and Schoology like pros 
 How to conduct and watch Woodland D50 Board of 

Education meetings online 
 How to gather feedback through virtual focus groups, 

surveys and Facebook Live events 
 How to adapt in-person meetings and events into virtual 

meetings and events 
 And Woodland staff learned how to “self-certify” that they 

are symptom free and incorporated this practice into their 
daily morning routine. (Students will need to do this too 
once we transition to Hybrid Learning.)  

We also learned that our Woodland learning community is 
very generous! Your donations helped provide: 

 More than 1,600 meal packs for Woodland families at the 
recurring monthly food drive 

 More than $11,500 was donated to the Annual Holiday 
Food Drive 

 More than $6,000 was donated to help Woodland families 
with child care needs 

 

Our partners in the community helped provide additional supports for our Woodland family: 

 Woodland PTA donated hats and gloves to the coat drive, donated to the food drive and to the childcare 
support fund, hosted fundraiser events at local restaurants, and adapted events such as the book fair and 
holiday shop to online events. 

https://www.woodland50pta.com/


 

 Warren Township Youth and Family Services offered counseling services and parenting workshops to 
support the emotional and mental health of our learning community.  

 Keeping Families Covered supplied period kits for our students. 
 Rotary Club of Gurnee donated hundreds of coats to Woodland as part of Operation Warm. 
 Exchange Club of Gurnee donated $400 to the Annual Holiday Food Drive. 
 Woodland Federation of Teachers donated $500 to the Annual Holiday Food Drive. 
 Child care providers in our community adapted their care options and worked with families on rates to 

accommodate remote learning and flexible schedules. 

We also completed two big infrastructure projects! 

 Construction is complete on the new Transportation Office 
behind Woodland Elementary, and the old office was 
demolished in front of Woodland Primary 

 The roof-mounted solar project at Woodland Intermediate, and 
the ground mounted solar project at Woodland Elementary are 
now complete. In addition to energy savings, these projects 
are expected to save $2,026,100 over the next 20 years. 

 

Looking ahead to 2021 

I’m proud of our collective efforts to navigate 2020, and perhaps some of the lessons we learned this year will be 
incorporated into the “new normal”. This pandemic has changed education in many ways and we are committed to 
reinventing our programs and systems where necessary to adapt to the changing times.  
 
Now we have the opportunity for a fresh start in 2021. While last year was all about resilience, this new year is filled 
with hope. The arrival of the vaccine in Lake County is a sign of hope that we now have one additional tool to get us 
back on the path to normal. The path ahead will still involve the three W’s (wear a mask, wash your hands, and 
watch your distance), analyzing data and metrics, and a safe and steady transition. The ultimate goal will be to 
return to school in-person and what a wonderful reunion that will be.  
 
As we start the new year with renewed energy and enthusiasm, it’s important to be realistic and understand that 
there will still be difficult decisions to make as we move forward. Now more than ever, we must be vigilant about 
keeping each other safe, while continuing to support our students. Please join me in welcoming the new year and 
renewing our shared commitment to #LifeintheW!  
 

Your Partner in Education, 
 

 
 
Dr. Lori Casey, Superintendent 
Woodland District 50 
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